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August 19, 2002, Calgary, Alberta, Canada - SUBNET Solutions Inc. (SUBNET) 

(http://www.subnetsolutions.com) of Calgary, AB announced today that it has signed a purchase 

agreement with Alabama Power Company (http://www.alabamapower.com), a subsidiary of Atlanta-based 

Southern Company (NYSE: SO) (http://www.southernco.com), for the supply of its Substation Suite 

software products and associated professional services.  The initial authorization issued under this 

purchase agreement is to implement SUBNET's Substation Suite solution into 25 Alabama Power 

substations within the next several months.  SUBNET's Substation Suite software is seen as an integral 

part of Alabama Power's new substation networking system.  This purchase agreement also establishes 

terms for future deployment of the Substation Suite solution by Alabama Power and other Southern 

Company power companies.  

The Substation Suite software is designed to provide simple, yet secure, corporate intranet access to 

substation information required by engineering, maintenance and other utility departments without 

interfering with, or affecting, mission critical operational systems such as EMS/SCADA systems.  

Substation Suite, by providing convenient and continuous remote access to the huge amounts of data 

available in today's substations, enables utilities to dramatically improve their responsiveness and 

efficiencies in managing and maintaining their transmission and distribution systems assets.

"Because Substation Suite cost effectively provides powerful substation networking functionality, it 

represents an excellent solution for electric utilities to standardize on."  said Ameen H. Hamdon, President 

of SUBNET Solutions Inc.  "We are very excited to have a world class utility such as Alabama Power 

make such a significant commitment to our Substation Suite technology."

The Substation Suite is a set of three software applications designed for the Microsoft Windows 2000/XP 

Professional operating system.  The primary application, Substation Explorer , is a powerful, easy to use 

Substation Human Machine Interface (HMI) software application that is capable of collecting data from 

substation devices and creating dynamic single lines, alarm annunciator and trend displays.  These 

displays can be viewed locally in the substation or securely throughout a utility's Corporate Network via a 

web browser.  Substation Explorer is also capable of sending email alerts to utility personnel, notifying 

them of key substation alarms, and interfacing with corporate data historians for advanced substation data 

logging applications.

The second software product included in the Suite, Substation Communicator , is a simple and secure 

port tunneling application that allows utility personnel to remotely access the configuration and 

maintenance ports of substation intelligent electronic devices (IEDs).  The third product, Substation 

Network Monitor , is a network-enabled version of the ASE2000 Protocol Test Set application.  This is a 

partnered product of Applied Systems Engineering, Inc., and SUBNET.  This application extends the 

advanced capabilities of the ASE2000 Test Set, so that utility communication personnel can monitor, 

analyze and troubleshoot protocol communication traffic remotely, eliminating the need to travel to the 

substation. 

Substation Suite applications are in use by over 20 utilities throughout North America.  For additional 

details regarding SUBNET's Substation Suite products, or other SUBNET products and services, visit our 

website at http://www.subnetsolutions.com.
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SUBNET Solutions Inc., (SUBNET), headquartered in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, is a privately held 

company that specializes in substation data communications.  SUBNET is focused on "Simply Delivering 

Information with Power".  SUBNET has focused on providing the highest quality substation data 

communications software products, training and system integration services to electrical utilities, and utility 

OEM vendors, worldwide for over 10 years.  SUBNET's impressive client list includes more than 200 

utilities and 50 electric utility product vendors around the world.  In 2001, SUBNET was ranked 29th in the 

Deloitte & Touche "Canadian Technology Fast 50" and 319th in the "Deloitte & Touche Technology Fast 

500",  rankings of the fastest growing technology companies in Canada and North America respectively.  

Alabama Power, a subsidiary of Atlanta based Southern Company (NYSE: SO), is an investor-owned 

electric utility serving more than 1.3 million customers in the southern two-thirds of Alabama.  It is one of 

five U.S. utilities operated by Southern Company, one of the nation's largest producers of electricity.

With 4 million customers and nearly 37,000 megawatts of generating capacity, Atlanta-based Southern 

Company (NYSE: SO) is the premier super-regional energy company in the Southeast and a leading U.S. 

producer of electricity. Southern Company owns electric utilities in four states, a fast-growing competitive 

generation company and an energy services business, a competitive retail natural gas business, as well 

as fiber optics and wireless communications. Southern Company brands are known for excellent customer 

service, high reliability and retail electric prices that are 15 percent below the national average. Southern 

Company has been named No. 1 on Fortune magazine’s 2002 “America’s Most Admired Companies” list 

in the Electric and Gas Utility industry. Southern Company has more than 500,000 shareholders, making 

its common stock one of the most widely held in the United States.
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Substation Suite, Substation Explorer, Substation Communicator, and Substation Network Monitor are either a registered trademark 
or trademark of SUBNET Solutions Inc.  All other trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.


